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her previous position, Russia was prepared to support collective action. In September Brunnow came to London with the offer to allow the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi to lapse, provided a satisfactory agreement on the eastern question was reached by the great Powers, Palmei-ston was informed of Russia's readiness to participate in a coalition of all states, although the tsar favored the exclusion of France. This proposal was well received, and negotiations were resumed when Brunnow returned to London in December. Prussia and Austria supported the Russian plan, but the rift between England and France over the treatment to be accorded to Mehemet Ali widened, especially after Marshal Soult's government was defeated (February 29, 1840, N.S.) and Thiers assumed the direction of French policies. Palmer-ston then decided to break with his old ally. On July 15, 1840, N.S., the representatives of Great Britain, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, on the one hand, and Turkey, on the other, signed in London a convention which laid down the terms of settlement between Mehemet Ali and the Porte and provided for military and naval measures to enforce them. Article IV confirmed the "ancient rule" of closing the Straits to war vessels. The convention was not communicated to Guizot, the French ambassador, until July 17, two days after signature. Indignation in Paris was great, the Anglo-French alliance appeared to be dissolved, and war between France and the rest of Europe seemed imminent.
The crisis, however, was solved before Paris made up its mind to intervene. Mehemet Ali refused to accept the terms laid down in the convention of July 15, but the speedy and remarkably successful action of British, Austrian, and Turkish squadrons under Admiral Sir Charles Napier, and the revolt of Syria against Ibrahim made a clean sweep of the pasha's ambitious dreams of empire. The hostilities which began in September were over by the end of November, and Mehemet Ali accepted the terms negotiated for him by the great Powers.
The final liquidation of the long-drawn-out Turko-Egyptian struggle came a few months later when France resumed her place in the European concert by signing the Straits convention (July 13, 1841, N.S.). This agreement pledged the signatory Powers (Great Britain, Russia, France, Austria, and Prussia) to observe the rule that the sultan, "so long as he is at peace/' will afimit no foreign warships in the Straits, except light vessels in the service of legations of friendly